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WELCOME & OVERVIEW

Welcome to Smithville, Texas — a community known throughout Texas for its
authentic small-town charm, historic architecture, cinematic character, and strong
support of the film industry.

Smithville has built a reputation as one of Texas’ most recognizable film
destinations and proudly became the first Texas Film Commission designated
“Film Friendly” city in 2008. Located in Bastrop County along the Colorado River,
Smithville offers filmmakers a uniqgue combination of historic settings, scenic
landscapes, welcoming residents, and easy access to major Texas cities.

With preserved downtown streets, historic homes, railroad heritage, parks, open
spaces, and a supportive local community, Smithville continues to attract
filmmakers, photographers, and production teams seeking authentic Texas
locations.

The City of Smithville and the Smithville Area Chamber of Commerce Film
Committee work together to assist productions with coordination, logistics, local
resources, and permitting.
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WHY FILM IN SMITHVILLE?

Authentic Texas Character

Smithville is widely recognized for its preserved historic downtown, classic Texas
architecture, and welcoming atmosphere. The community offers visual diversity
suitable for period productions, commercials, independent films, television
productions, documentaries, and photography.

Film Friendly Community

Smithville was the first city designated as a Texas Film Commission “Film Friendly”
community in 2008.

Proven Film Destination
Smithville has served as the filming location for numerous productions including:
o Hope Floats
o The Tree of Life
o Doonby
« Bernie
o Vice —Miranda Lambert
« Panic

The town continues to attract filmmakers and visitors interested in Texas film
history.

-5-
First Certified Film Friendly Town in Texas



Convenient Location

Smithville is centrally located between Austin, Houston, and San Antonio,
providing access to airports, lodging, production support, and regional
transportation.

Diverse Filming Locations
Smithville offers:
» Historic Main Street
« Railroad settings
o Historic homes
o Small-town neighborhoods
o Parks and outdoor recreation areas
« River access
o Rural roads and ranchland surroundings
o Historic storefronts

o Community gathering spaces
Supportive Community

The Smithville Area Chamber of Commerce’s Film Committee and City staff work
closely with production teams to help facilitate filming needs while protecting the
interests of local residents and businesses.
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FILM FRIENDLY CITY INFORMATION

The Smithville Area Chamber of Commerce Film Committee assists production
companies interested in filming in Smithville.

The Film Committee works with filmmakers to:
» Answer production questions

Help coordinate filming logistics

« Provide information regarding local ordinances
o Assist with location scouting

o Connect productions with community resources
« Support production planning

The Smithville Film Committee participates in film industry networking
opportunities and works closely with organizations including:

e Texas Film Commission

The Chamber also assists with familiarization tours and can provide information
regarding lodging and dining opportunities for location scouts.
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GUIDELINES FOR FILMING IN SMITHVILLE

Purpose

The following guidelines are intended to protect the personal and property rights
of our residents and businesses. The City Manager reserves the right to impose
additional regulations in the interest of public safety if deemed necessary.

These guidelines apply to:

o Commercial filming

« Episodic television

o Feature films

« Movies

e Music & Video Productions

o PSAs & Other Productions

» Television programs

o Commercial productions

» Related production activities
The guidelines cover requests involving:

« City-owned property

o Streets

o Rights-of-way

o Public buildings

« Commercial use of private property that may affect adjacent public or
private property

o Production equipment and personnel
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City Management Authority

The City Manager may authorize the use of any street, right-of-way, or public
building, equipment or personnel for commercial uses in the filming or taping of
movies, television programs, commercials, music videos, or training films and
related activities/productions. In conjunction with these uses, the City Manager
may require that any or all of the conditions and/or remuneration as specified on
the application be met as a prerequisite to that use.

The applicant agrees that The City of Smithville shall have full control over the use
of public streets and buildings of the City while being used, as well as control over
the hours of production and the general location of the production. The City
reserves the full and absolute right to prohibit all filming or to order cessation of
filming if determined to be detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare. The
applicant shall agree to allow the respective City departments (i.e., Police, Fire,
Building) to inspect all structures and/or devices and equipment to be used in
connection with the filming and taping if required by the City Manager.

The City of Smithville reserves the right to:

Control production hours and filming locations

Inspect equipment and structures used in production

Impose additional regulations for public safety

Stop or prohibit filming determined to be hazardous or detrimental to

public health, safety, or welfare
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PERMIT REQUIREMENTS

Before filing an application for filming the Office of the City Manager must be

contacted to discuss the production's specific filming requirements and the

feasibility of filming. A copy of the script must be sent for review / approval at

least 72 hours prior to permit application.

Any commercial producer who desires to undertake a commercial film, muisc or

tape production is required to complete and return the attached application for

filming to the Office of the City Manager, for:

Commercials, Music Videos, or Shorts - a minimum of three (3) business
days prior to the commencement of filming or any substantial activity
related to the project.

Feature Films or TV Series - a minimum of five (5) business days prior to the
commencement of filming or any substantial activity related to the project.

Commercial productions are required to complete and submit the City’s filming

application.

Productions should be prepared to provide:

Production details

Filming dates and times

Location information

Equipment lists

Parking and staging plans

Traffic control plans when necessary

Public safety considerations
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PRODUCTION REQUIREMENTS & COORDINATION

Fees

An APPLICATION PROCESSING FEE of [$200.00 and a separate SECURITY DEPOSIT
of [5500.00 should accompany each application for filming. The SECURITY DEPOSIT
will be refunded 2-weeks after the production wraps if there are no damages or

additional fees are incurred due to production changes. A processing fee will be
added to Credit Card transactions.

USE OF CITY EQUIPMENT AND PERSONNEL

The applicant will agree to pay for the costs of any Police, Fire, Public Works, or
other City personnel assigned to the project (whether specifically requested by
the producer or not). Remuneration rates for the use of any City equipment,
including Police squad cars and fire equipment, will be established on a case-by-
case basis. The applicant will agree to pay in full, promptly upon receipt of an
invoice, the charges incurred or the City Manager may require a deposit for
proposed use of the equipment in advance.

The City Manager has the authority to require additional police or fire coverage if
it is determined to be in the best interest for public safety. Off-duty police officers
or firefighters are to be paid one and one-half times their hourly rate.

Insurance

Productions should be prepared to provide proof of insurance and any required
documentation requested by the City. The City must be added as additional during
duration of production.

Public Property Use

Any use of public streets, buildings, parks, rights-of-way, or municipal facilities will
require City approval.
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Private Property

Production companies filming on private property are responsible for obtaining
written permission from property owners.

Notification Requirements

Productions may be required to notify nearby businesses, residents, and property
owners when filming activities impact access, parking, or traffic.

Traffic Control

Street closures and traffic impacts may require:
« Police coordination
« Traffic control plans
o Detour plans

o TXDOT coordination for state highways or major roads

« Professional signage
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PUBLIC SAFETY & STREET CLOSURES

Any production planning to:
o Close streets
o Restrict traffic
o Impact public parking
o Use public rights-of-way
« Create significant public disruption

must coordinate with the City of Smithville and any appropriate department used
during production. Separate fees may apply.

Additional review may be required for:
o Stunts
o Pyrotechnics
« Drones
« Special effects
« Weapons or simulated weapons
o Large crowds
o Traffic rerouting

TXDOT coordination may also be required for any work or filing on state highways
or major roadways.
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BUILDING MODIFICATIONS & HISTORIC PROPERTIES

Smithville’s historic character is one of its greatest assets. Productions planning
temporary or permanent modifications to buildings or historic properties should
coordinate with the City and property owners in advance.

Filming within historic districts or involving modifications to structures may
require additional approvals.

Productions are responsible for restoring any impacted property to its original
condition unless otherwise agreed upon.
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COMMUNITY RESOURCES

Recreation, Arts & Culture
Smithville offers a variety of public spaces and cultural resources including:
« Smithville Recreation Center
« Riverbend Park
o Veterans Memorial Park
o Colorado River access
« Historic downtown district
o Cultural District amenities
o Public art and murals
Parks & Outdoor Spaces

Smithville includes numerous parks and recreation areas suitable for filming and
photography.

» Riverbend Park is a 100-acre park located along the Colorado River.
Nearby outdoor recreation opportunities also include:

o Buescher State Park

« Bastrop State Park
Historic Downtown
Smithville’s historic downtown includes:

« Historic storefronts

« Railroad history

« Main Street architecture

o Historic homes
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o Walkable streetscapes
Local Businesses & Hospitality

The community offers:

Lodging options

Restaurants

Shopping

Production-friendly local businesses

Visitor amenities
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LOCAL FILM HISTORY

Smithville has earned statewide and national recognition as a filming destination.

Hope Floats (1998)

Hope Floats brought national attention to Smithville, Texas, when the town was
selected as one of the primary filming locations for the beloved 1998 romantic
drama starring Sandra Bullock and Harry Connick Jr. With its charming historic
streets, welcoming atmosphere, and timeless small-town character, Smithville
provided the perfect backdrop for the film’s heartfelt story and quickly became
part of movie history.

Today, visitors from across Texas and beyond continue to travel to Smithville to
experience the places they remember from the movie. Fans enjoy walking along
historic Main Street, exploring recognizable filming locations, and taking photos at
some of the town’s most iconic scenes. The famous house featured in the film
remains one of the most popular stops, while many visitors also enjoy discovering
local shops, restaurants, and scenic areas that appeared throughout the movie.

For many guests, visiting Smithville offers more than just a movie tour — it
provides an opportunity to step into the charm and atmosphere that made Hope
Floats so memorable. The town’s preserved historic architecture, friendly
community, and authentic Texas feel continue to create a cinematic experience
that draws film enthusiasts, tourists, and curious travelers year after year.

The Tree of Life (2011)

The Tree of Life also filmed scenes in Smithville, further contributing to the city’s
growing reputation as a desirable filming destination within the Texas film
industry. Released in 2011 and directed by Terrence Malick, the visually acclaimed
film brought additional attention to Smithville’s authentic small-town setting,
historic character, and scenic surroundings.
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The presence of productions such as Hope Floats and The Tree of Life has helped
establish Smithville as a recognizable film-friendly community where filmmakers
can capture the charm and atmosphere of classic Texas towns. Today, visitors and
film enthusiasts continue to appreciate Smithville not only for its movie history,
but also for the unique sense of place that has made it appealing to filmmakers for
decades.

Doonby (2013)

Doonby was also filmed on location in Smithville, further adding to the city’s
growing legacy within the Texas film industry. Productions such as Hope Floats,
The Tree of Life, and Doonby have showcased Smithville’s authentic small-town
charm, historic architecture, and welcoming atmosphere on screen.

The City’s long-standing relationship with the Texas Film Commission and its
continued commitment to supporting film and television productions have helped
establish Smithville as a respected and film-friendly destination in Texas. Today,
filmmakers and visitors alike are drawn to the community for its cinematic appeal,
unigue character, and rich film history.

Additional list of productions can be found at www.smithvilletx.org/Movie-Sites/
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APPENDIX A

GUIDELINES AND APPLICATION FOR COMMERCIAL FILMING

The City of Smithville requires commercial productions to complete a filming
application prior to filming activities involving:

o Public property

« Streets and rights-of-way

o Public buildings

« Activities impacting public access or safety
Application materials should include:

o Production title

e Production company information

e Primary contact information

o Filming dates and times

« Proposed filming locations

o Equipment details

« Parking and staging information

« Traffic control plans if applicable

o Public safety considerations

e Insurance documentation

The Office of the City Manager should be contacted prior to submitting an
application a minimum of 72 hours prior to production. It is advised to read the
Guidelines for Filming in Smithville, TX for the time frame. Some prices may be
subject to change.

Reference: Guidelines and Application for Commercial Filming Available through

the City of Smithville Film Committee webpage.
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Guidelines for FIlming in Smithville, TX

l. PURPOSE

The following guidelines are intended to protect the personal and property rights of our residents and businesses.
The City Manager reserves the right to impose additional regulations in the interest of public safety if deemed
necessary.

These guidelines cover requests for commercial use of City-owned property (streets, right-of-ways, and public
buildings), commercial use of private property which may affect adjacent public or private property, equipment and
personnel in the filming of movies, TV shows, commercials, and related activities.

1. CITY CONTROL/CITY MANAGER AUTHORITY

The City Manager may authorize the use of any street, right-of-way, or public building, equipment or personnel for
commercial uses in the filming or taping of movies, television programs, commercials, or training films and related
activities. In conjunction with these uses, the City Manager may require that any or all of the conditions and/or
remuneration as specified on the application be met as a prerequisite to that use.

The applicant agrees that The City of Smithville shall have full control over the use of public streets and buildings of
the City while being used, as well as control over the hours of production and the general location of the production.
The City reserves the full and absolute right to prohibit all filming or to order cessation of filming if determined to

be detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare. The applicant shall agree to allow the respective City
departments (i.e., Police, Fire, Building) to inspect all structures and/or devices and equipment to be used in connection
with the filming and taping if required by the City Manager.

1. PERMIT REQUIREMENTS
Before filing an application for filming the Office of the City Manager must be contacted to discuss the production's
specific filming requirements and the feasibility of filming. A copy of the script must be sent for review / approval.

Any commercial producer who desires to undertake a commercial film or tape production is required to complete
and return the attached application for filming to the Office of the City Manager, for:

- Commercials, Music Videos, or Shorts - a minimum of three (3) business days prior to the
commencement of filming or any substantial activity related to the project.

« Feature Films or TV Series - a minimum of five (5) business days prior to the commencement of filming
or any substantial activity related to the project.

IV. FEES
An APPLICATION PROCESSING FEE of $200.00 and a SECURITY DEPOSIT of $500.00 should accompany each
application for filming. The SECURITY DEPOSIT will be refunded 2-weeks after the production wraps.

V. USE OF CITY EQUIPMENT AND PERSONNEL

The applicant will agree to pay for the costs of any Police, Fire, Public Works, or other City personnel assigned to the
project (whether specifically requested by the producer or not). Remuneration rates for the use of any City equipment,
including Police squad cars and fire equipment, will be established on a case-by-case basis. The applicant will agree to
pay in full, promptly upon receipt of an invoice, the charges incurred or the City Manager may require a deposit for
proposed use of the equipment in advance.

The City Manager has the authority to require additional police or fire coverage if it is determined to be in the best
interest for public safety. Off-duty police officers or firefighters are to be paid one and one-half times their hourly
rate.



VI. USE OF CITY PROPERTY

The City Manager may authorize the use of any street, right-of-way, public building, name, trademark or logo,
equipment or personnel for commercial uses in the filming or taping of movies, television programs, commercials,
or training films and related activities. In conjunction with these uses, the City Manager may require that any or all
of the conditions and/or remuneration as specified on the application be met as a prerequisite to that use. A security
or damage deposit may be required based on production activity.

Depending upon the extent of the use of City property, the producer agrees to reimburse the City for inconveniences
when using public property. Following is the rate schedule:

A. Total or partial use (regular operating hours)
per day of a public building: $500 per day

B. Total or partial use of a public building (after hours): $250 per day

C. Total closure of public street or right-of-way
(including parking lots and on-street parking): $150 per day

D. Partial closure or obstruction of public street
or right-of-way (including parking lots and
on-street parking): $75 per day

The applicant agrees that The City of Smithville shall have full control over the use of the name, trademark and
logo, public streets and buildings of the City while being used, as well as control over the hours of production and
the general location of the production. The City reserves the full and absolute right to prohibit all filming or to order
cessation of filming if determined to be hazardous to the public health, safety or welfare.

VII. SPECIAL EQUIPMENT AND VEHICLES

The applicant shall provide a report listing the number of vehicles and types of equipment to be used during the

filming including their proposed hours of use and their proposed parking locations. Such locations will need to be specifically
approved by the City so as to maintain traffic safety. On-street parking or use of public parking lots is

subject to City approval. The use of exterior lighting, power generators, or any other noise or light producing

equipment requires on-site approval of the City.

VIII. HOURS OF FILMING

Unless permission has been obtained from the City in advance and affected property owners are notified, filming
will be limited to the following hours: Monday thru Friday 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. and Saturday, Sunday and
holidays 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

IX. NOTIFICATION OF BUSINESS / PROPERTY OWNERS / RESIDENTS

The applicant shall provide a short written description, approved by the City Manager, of the schedule for the

proposed production to the owners and residents of each property in the affected neighborhood (as defined by

boundaries set by the City Manager). The applicant, or his designee, shall notify all business / property owners at least 72-
hours in advance whose property is adjacent to the film location (or area being closed). The applicant shall provide a map of
the area that indicates all obstructions to be placed in the closure area. The notification must indicate (by signhature) whether
the business / property owner approves or disapproves the proposed film location and/or closure area. SEE attached "Film
Notification and

Sign-Off Request Form".

X. CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE

The producer shall attach a certificate of insurance, naming The City of Smithville as an additional insured, in an

amount not less than $1,000,000 general liability, including bodily injury and property damage with a $2 million

umbrella; and automobile liability (if applicable) in an amount not less than $1,000,000 including bodily injury and property
damage.

XI. HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT
The producer shall sign the following Hold Harmless Agreement holding the City harmless from any claim that may
arise from their use of designated public property, right-of-way, or equipment in conjunction with the permitted use:



CITY OF SMITHVILLE, TX
FILM PERMIT NOTIFICATION
AND SIGNOFF REQUEST

The City of Smithville, TX requires that all business / property owners whose property is adjacent to the film
location (or area being closed) be notified and provided with a map of the area that indicates all obstructions to be
placed in the closure area. The notification must indicate (by signature) whether the property owner / resident
approves or disapproves of the proposed film location and/or closure area.

Type of Film Permit Requested: [] Commercial [ Feature Film [ Music Video [TV Series
[dShort [JPSA [ Other

For additional information concerning the actual filming at this location, please contact:

(Film Company’s Contact Name) (Phone Number)

is applying for a FILM PERMIT for the following production:

(Company Name)

(Name of Film)

The filming is scheduled for the following dates and times:

The filming will close or partially close the following streets:

The filming will consist of the following:

Business Owner / Property Owner / Resident:
Please fill out this section completely as this information is used by the City of Smithville to determine whether or not
the filming activities indicated above will be approved or denied.

DAPPROVE |:| DISAPPROVE RECEIVED MAP: |:| YES |:| NO
(Print Name and Title) (Signature)

(Print Address) (Phone Number)

|:|Residence |:|Business

(Check One) (Name of Business)

Comments:

Received by City of Smithville on (date):

Name:




4. Describe any areas in which public access will be restricted during production:

5. Describe alterations to property:

6. Number and type of production vehicles to be used and location(s) where vehicles will be parked:

7. Location where crew will be fed, if not at production location:

8. Location where extras will be held, if not at production location:

Application completed by:

Name/Title: Date:

Approved by: Date:

The “Guidelines for Filming in Smithville, Texas” apply to all filming activities, and the Office of the
City Manager may require the applicant to acknowledge receipt of the guidelines prior to approving
this application.




APPENDIX B

SMITHVILLE FILM LOCATIONS & MOVIE SITES

Popular filming and movie-related locations in Smithville include:
« Historic Main Street
o Downtown Smithville
« Hope Floats filming sites
« Historic homes and neighborhoods
« Railroad areas
« Riverbend Park
« Colorado River access points
o Historic commercial buildings

The Smithville Area Chamber of Commerce maintains information regarding
movie sites and film-related tourism.

« Movie Sites Information: www.smithvilletx.org/movie-sites/

e Texas Film Trail Information: https://gov.texas.gov/film/trail/smithville-texas

« Bastrop County Tourism: https://explorebastropcounty.com/
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I certify that | represent the firm which will be performing the filming/taping at the locations specified on the
attached permit application. | further certify that I and my firm will perform in accordance with the directions and
specifications of The City of Smithville, and that | and my firm will indemnify and hold harmless The City of
Smithville for and from any loss, damage, expense, claims and costs of every nature and kind arising out of or in
connection with the filming/taping pursuant to this permit.

Signed:

Title:

Date:

XII. LIABILITY
The applicant agrees to pay in full, promptly upon receipt of an invoice, the costs of repair for any and all damage to

public or private property, resulting from or in connection with, the production, and restore the property to its
condition prior to the production.



APPENDIX C

IMPORTANT WEBSITES & RESOURCES
City of Smithville Film Committee
https://www.ci.smithville.tx.us/180/Film-Committee
Smithville Area Chamber of Commerce Film Committee
https://www.smithvilletx.org/film-friendly-city /
Texas Film Commission
https://gov.texas.gov/film
Texas Film Trail — Smithville
https://gov.texas.gov/film/trail/smithville-texas
Smithville Movie Sites
https://www.smithvilletx.org/movie-sites/
City of Smithville

https://www.ci.smithville.tx.us/
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SOURCES

The information contained in this guide was compiled directly from the following
official sources:

City of Smithville Film Committee webpage

Smithville Area Chamber of Commerce Film Liaison webpage

Texas Film Commission resources

City of Smithville Economic Development resources

Smithville film and tourism resources

This guide is intended as an informational resource for filmmakers considering
production activities in Smithville, Texas.
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